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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 533
By Head

A RESOLUTION to honor Michelle Marciniak, Most Valuable
Player of the 1996 NCAA Women’s Basketball
Tournament.

WHEREAS, it is important that the members of this legislative body honor those persons

who through their individual pursuits are a credit to the state of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Michelle Marciniak of the University of Tennessee Lady Vols is one such

gifted person, who through her stellar play in the NCAA Women’s Basketball Tournament

distinguished herself as the tournament’s most valuable player; and

WHEREAS, affectionately dubbed “Spin-derella” for her patented spin move, Michelle

appeared on virtually every pre-season All-America list, and ranked on a number of UT Top 10

lists, including three pointers, assists, games started, and others too numerous to mention; and

WHEREAS, an outstanding person both on the hardwood and in the classroom, Michelle

received the 1994-95 Gloria Ray Leadership Award from her coaches; she is a frequent

Academic All-SEC recipient and performs extensive speaking engagements in the Knoxville

community; and

WHEREAS, Michelle came to Tennessee from Notre Dame as the most decorated

prepster in years.  As a high school senior she was named the Gatorade Player of the Year,

Naismith Player of the Year, Parade Co-Player of the Year, Street & Smith’s Player of the Year,

and is the only player to earn USA Today first-team honors as both a junior and a senior; and
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WHEREAS, Michelle made her mark early and often as a member of the Lady Vols; her

outstanding play earned her a spot on the 1995 NCAA Mideast Regional Team; and

WHEREAS, a 1996 All-SEC Tournament team honoree, Michelle also surpassed the

1000-point mark this year and became only the fourth player to have 100 steals in a season,

leading the league in that important category; and

WHEREAS, Michelle quickly established herself during this year’s championship run as

the “go to” player in “crunch time” for the Lady Vols, making the NCAA East Regional All-

Tournament team and being selected as the ESPN/Nike Player of the Game in the overtime

thriller over Connecticut; and

WHEREAS, perhaps the most fitting of all tributes came when Michelle placed fourth in

the voting for the coveted Naismith Player of the Year Award, an honor of which she can be

especially proud; and

WHEREAS, she has also represented the United States on a number of USA teams,

playing in Japan, Mexico, and Korea, and was a member of three AAU teams; and

WHEREAS, the pride of Macungie, Pennsylvania, Michelle Marciniak has represented

the University of Tennessee with dignity and honor, the people of Tennessee are fortunate to

claim Michelle as their own; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE CONCURRING, That

we recognize Michelle Marciniak, Most Valuable Player of the 1996 NCAA Women’s Basketball

Tournament, for her outstanding contributions to the success of the University of Tennessee

Lady Volunteers basketball program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we extend to Michelle our best wishes for much

continued success in her future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be prepared for

presentation with this final clause omitted from such copies.
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